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SIX. 


Y OUR Friends I this Place rejoiced at the News of your Fle Nga, 


the Happineſs or Wiſdom of your Electors, who at a time when Eng- 
land is ſo much in danger, made choice of a Member to ſerve it in 
Parliament, who ſo truly loves it, and ſo thoroughly underſtands its. Intereſt; 
who has Senſe enough io know that Engliſh Principles alone can mike an Ex 

liſhman, and to contemn the unthinkiag Crowd, who prefer the Namie to the 


bing; who knows that he is moſt an Engliſhman, who does mnt for E lands 


Happineſs ; and who prefers à Foreigner chat endeavouis to ſupport it, before 
an Engliſhman who attempts to enſlave it; and eſteems one who was born 2 
Dutchman, or perhaps a German, but is becume an Eng/zſhman, before one 
who was born indeed an Eugliſhman, but is become an Errant Frenchman, Fox 
every Honeſt and Brave Man will love an Honeft' and Brave Man,” and hate a 
Knave and a Coward, which every Traitor to his Country is. . 
No Man knows: betrer than your ſeif the Nature and 'End of the Truſt 1e. 
ſed in you; that Senators are tent up to the Great Council to preſerve the 


ties of thoſe who ſent them; which is the Alpha and Omega, the Ori- . 


ginal and End of Government: that nothing can rightly come within the Com- 
paſs of your Debares, but what has a relation to that Care; and that to da 


any ching contrary to it is to berray the Truſt repoſed in you. No Man is 


more fully convinc d that the Properties of the People of England are now in the 
utmoſt Danger, both from a formidable. Enemy abroad, and from a reftleſs 
Party at home. No Man conſequently can be more ſatisfied, that it is your 


Duty to do all that lies in your Power to enable her Majeſty to reſiſt the Fo- 


reign Force that would conquer us, and the Domeſtick Arts of thoſe who by 
ſowing Diviſions among us, would render us an eaſy Prey to the Conqueror. 
As ſome among us would ſell us for Money, ſo others would barter us for 


Dominion, and a third fort, who are the Tools of the former, would berray 
us out of Conſcience, But the Artiſices of no ſort of Men are 0 dangerous, as 
of choſe who pretend them ſacred, and ou make them pals upon the Minds 


not ſo much out of Love to you as vo their Country, We applauded- 
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Intention of a Book which was lately publiſhed 
ar Oxford, and licens d by the Vice Chancellor of that Univerſity, call'd The 
Political Union g which is manifeftly writ with 2 defipn to rake off the Act of 
Toleration, and ro advance the Temporal Power of the Church, which would 
my fail to divide and weaken us mofe and more, and make our Condition 

erperarte. ' | ; 6 
Tbe Diſcourſe is founded upon a Text in the geb of Proverbs and the 1 5th, 
By me Kings reign, and Princes decree Fuſtice. From which the Author has 
* drawn this following Propofition, which is the Subject Matter of his Pamphlet. 
That Religion is the Grand ſupport of Government; that the Peace, Hap- 
* pineſs and Prof} -riry of the Secular and Civil Fower depends upon that of 
the Spiritual and Ecclefiaſtical, WAVE 

In all my Life · time I never mer with any Diſcourſe that was writ with leſs Re- 
ligion and leſs Good manners, or with more Sophiſtry or more Malice; tho in- 
deed he has taken pretty good care te moderate its Venom by Dulnels, as 
hey who make Venus Treacle are wont to rempet Vipers with Opium. 

But that we may diſcover the Sopbiſtry of rhe whole Diſcourſe more clear- 
ly, let us divide this Propoſition into the following Branches. 


Firſt, Religion is the Grand Supporr of Government. | 
Second, Ihe Peace, Happineſs and Proſperity of the Secular Power depend 
upon that of the Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical. 


_ Firſt, Religion is the Grand Support of Government. Where by Religion 
may be meant two things. | 

1. Religion it ſelf, and the Power it bas over the Minds of Men. 
2. Prieficraft; which comprebends all that the Arts of deſigning Men cauſe 

fo-paſs for Religion with the unthinking part of the World, tho it is neither 
dictated by the Law of Nature, not included in the Written Word. And 
bere we ſhall ſhe w that Religion taken in the firſt Senſe is the Support of Go- 
ba- ; but that taken in the latter it neceſſarily tends to the utter Subderſſ- 
on of it. 4% | 
1. Religion, and the Power that it has Oer the Minds of Men, is the Sup- 
of Government. For without the Obſervance of Moral Virtue there can 
no Government, and moral Virtue is undetiiably Religion, But cow if 
Government depends on Religion, what ſort of Religion muſt that Perſow 
have, who endeavours at ſuch a Iuncture as this to ſet three Nations all in 


confuſion, and to bring all things 10 Anarchy ? Or whether is He a more able 


N who makes it his Buſineſs to ſoment the — — Ad People _ 
gag d in a War with a very potent Enemy; or a more pious Churchitten, w 

goes about to extinguiſh che Remains of Charity that are in the Minds of 
Chriſtians ? Bur, 5 | | 
2. Prieftcrafr is ve rr ny ro Government, * ee muke oh 
the more plain to the Reader, let us explain a little far t we men by 
l "Prieficrafr is an Art by which Deſigning Men, in order to their” 


World, 


emrfAdyanage, make that paſs ſot Religion upon the unthinking part of the 
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World, that is neither dictated by the Law of Nature, nor included in the 
written Religion of the Country, From which' it follows that that muſt 
needs be Prieſtcraft with a vengeance, that would make any thing-paſs for Re- 
25 which is contrary to the Law of Nature, or to the — or 

of written Religion- Now the chief Virmes of the Chriſtian Religion are 
Chatiry, Hatnility, Meeknels, Peace-making, Mercy: ſo that among Chriſtian 
Priefts every Doctrine is Prieſteraft that is repugnant to theſe. All then that 
favours of Perſecution, is Prieftcraft ; becauſe it is contrary to Humility, to 
Meeknefs, ro Mercy, to Peace-making, and above all to Charity; for the 
want of which no other part of Religion, no rot the abundance of Faith it 
ſelf, is able to make amends, All that the Clergy do to advance their Tempo- 
ral Greatne's is Prieſteraft; becauſe that is contrary to Humility, Meekneſs 
and Purity, and conſequently ſuch Prieftcraft is deſtructive to Goverument. For 
if Government depends on Religion, then any thing that does hurt to the lat- 
ter miſt do it to the former. Bat nothing does more hurt to Religion than Prieſt- 
craft, becauſe this alone makes more Atheiſts than any thing in the world be- 
ſides: For many People are apt to imagine that there can be nothing in Religion, 
when they (ee that the Prieſts who are moſt converſant in it, make it a mere 
Pretext. And more patticularly I believe that Prieſtcraft has done more harm 
to the Chriſtian Religion even than open Immorality. For what reaſon can 
be given why Deiſm and avowed Arheiſm ſhould be more propagated ſince 
the eitabliſhing of the true Religion than ever they were before; unleſs ir be 
this, that perhaps there has been more Prieftcraft in it than ever there has 
been in any other Religion? But further, when Mr. S. ſays that Religion is 
the Support of the Governtnent, he means either Religion in general, or only 
rhe True Religion. If be, means Religion in general, can any thing be more 
abſard than to write a Bock for the proving of that which never auy one was 
ſtupid enough to deny ? For as far back as Hiſtory reaches, there is no menti- 
on of any Government without a National Religion, which ſtewos the Senſe 
of Mankind in the caſe. But no at this rate what occaſion: can there be tor 
ting, or for the * tolerating only one Religion, when it 8 
Fin that Government is ſupported by all? But if Mr. S. means that Govern- 
ment is ſuppotted only by the True Religion, he manifeſtly errs, becauſe Expe - 
rietice tell us, that ſeveral Governments flouriſh at this preſent time in the 
World under the Pagan and Mahomet an, as well as under the Chriſtian Reli- 


But if Mt. S. means that Government is beſt ſupported by the True Reli- 
gion, we grant it ; but even that may ſerve to ſhe w the Folly and the Daugei 
of Prieftcraft. For if Goverument depends on Religion, and tbe Chriſtian Re 
A ſeen more Diviſions, more Confuſions, and more Civil Wars in the 

ations in waleh it bas been effablilhed, than ever any Religion did before; why 


then it folfows, that if it is the beſt of Religions, it has had the worſt of Priefts. 


The Deſign of Chriftianuy is certainly to unite Mankind more cloſely; but 
ſofne ctafry erfotis who have made that rheir Prerence, and ſecatar lnterett and 
Pier their Bulinets, have been induſtrious to wreſt it from its pure Intention, 


aud hate wunde uff of ir to ſow fatal Diviſions in Kingdoms and Codmon- 


wealths; 
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- Wwealths ; Diviſions contrary to their primitive Happineſs, their Political Safety, 
und to the Intention of that very Religion which is made the Pretence for ſup- 


porting them. | , "46, 1 IL £f 
For what can be the Reaſon that rhe Chriſtian Religion, whoſe Deſigu is Union, 


bas been made uſe of to ſow more Diviſions and more Diſſentions in the Nati- 


ons in which it has been eſtabliſhed, than ever the Pagan Religion did amo 
the antient Remans 3 burbecauſe too many of the Chriſtian Prieſts interfere wit 
Government, which the Romans were by much too wiſe to permit to therrs ? 
But further, let us ask Mr. §. If the Civil Government is beſt ſupported by the 
True Religion, which is the True Religion; the Chriſtian Religion in general, 
or any Particular Branch of it, as for Example, that which is ca!l'd the Church 
of England ? If the Chriſtian Religion in general be the True Religion, then why 
ſhonld any Branch of it be refas'd to be tolerated ?: But if only the Church of Ex- 
gland be the true Religion. 1 would fain ask Mr. S. if a Chriſtian can be ſav'd in 
no other Branch of the Chriſtian Religion? And if he an{wers, that that can be 
done, I weuld ask him if that Religion can be falſe which procures the Salva- 
tion of Souls; or if that Religion which procures the Salvation of Souls, 
and conſequently is acceptable ard agreeable to God, ought to Men to be 
odious and intoſera ble? But if Mr. S. affirms that no one can be ſa vd out of 
the Church of England; I muſt ask him once more, in which of the Churches of 
England a Man may be ſav'd, that I may know in which he muſt be damn'd ? 
Mr. S. would oblige me by telling me which is the falſe Church of England. For 
fince he tells us, Pag. 61, that there is a true Church of England, it follows neceſ- 
ſarily chat there muſt be a falſe one. Now which is the true, and which is the 
falſe one? or which is the True, and which is the falſe Priefthood ? For we may 
know the Flock by the Paſtors. Is that the True that neglects and forſakes the 
Golpel for a fooliſh litile Secular Greatneſs ; that is I16ſs in Covetouſneſs, and the 
Delſire of Power, the Luſt of the Fleſh, and the Pride of Life ; who tho our Sa- 
viour commanded his ApoſNles not to take two Coats, Mat. 10. 10. will be 
ſatisfied each of them with no leſs than Four Benefices, and who have nothing 
that is Apoſtolical in them, but the calling for Fire from Heaven, like Fames 
and ohm, upon thoſe who will nor receive them; who breathe forth nothing 
bur Rage and Malice, and the Fury of Perſecution ? Is this the True, the 
Chriſtian Catholick Priefthood > No, theſe are ſo many Antichriſts, if we will 
believe St. 7ohn, Epiſt. 1. ch. 2. v. 22. Who is a Liar, but he who denieth that 
Feſus nᷣ the Chriſt > He us Antichriſt who denieth the Father and the Son. Now 
no Man denies the Saviour of the World fo effectually as by his Works: 
St. Peter denied him in Words, and yet believed in him; but he who denies 
him by bis Works, denies him from his very Heart. Now he denies him by 
his Works the moſt effectually, whoſe Works ſhew-leaft of Charity. In ths 


(eis St. John in Epiſt. 1. c 3. v. 10.) the Children of God are manifeſt, and the 


Children of the Devil: Wheſoever doth not Righteouſneſi # not of God, neither he 
who loveth not by Brother. ns 5 1 A 
If the Church of England is the True Religion, that ſure muſt be its true, 
its. Catholick Prieſt hood, thoſe Moderate, Humble, Peace-making, Merciful 
Men, who breathe forth nothing but Charity; who neglect all Worldly Great. 
neſs to bear their Maſter's Yoke, and who n 
F . ww T 


— * - 
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lowly in Heart; who are hearty Foes ro Diviſion only, and faithful conſtant 
Friends to Peace and Union. Theſe are the True Sons of the Church, ro uſe 
Mr. S's Expreſſion. For ſince the very Spirit and Soul of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion is the Spirir of Union and Chariry, and the Spirit of Diviſion is by conſe- 
quence the Spirit of Malice and of the Devil; the True Son of the Church 
is he who appears the moſt for Union: And a wiſe Man may in this caſe find 
our the Child by the ſame Method, by which in another Solomon ſo ſegaciouſſy 
found our the Mother. For as ſhe was the true Mother who was not for divi- 
ding the Child, he is certainly the true Child who is leaft for dividing the Mo- 
ther 


If then the beſt Religion only ought to be tolerated, and the Church of Eng- 
land is the beſt Religion, and the True Church of England, to uſe Mr. $'s Ex- 
5 is only properly the Church; and the moderate part of that Church 

only the true Church, as we have endeavoured to ſhew: And if that vio- 
lent Party, which calls ir ſelf the Church of England, differs from the moderate 

f Party more than any other Diſſenters, becauſe oy are at a greater Diſtance 
from Charity than any other Diſſenters; why then if Toleration is taken away, 
it follows that of all the Diſſenters from the True Church, the violent part of 
the Church of England ought the leaſt to be tolerated. 

By which, Sir, it appears that Mr. S. has been making a Rod for himſelf. 
For if only the True Church of Exgland is to remain, and the moderate Church 
of England be the True Church of Exgland; if the moſt violent ought the leaſt 

- to be tolerated, becauſe they are the moſt repugnant to Charity, and conſe- 
uently are the moſt enclining to diſturb the Publick ; why then it evidently 
ollows that Mr. S. who is the moſt violent even of the Violent, ought never 


* 


4 to be endar'd in a well order'd State. | | 
— For can any thing be more oppoſite to the Spirit of Chriſtianity, than either 
1 his Deſign, or his manner of handling it? Is not his Deſign apparently to lex 


three Nations at variance? Does not his Stile ſhew a furious,Zealot bent 
upon embroiling the World? Has he not treated the Difſenters and thoſe of 
the Church with equal Rancour and Venom? Does he not uſe theſe-well- 
manner'd and well-narur'd Expreſſions to the latter, viz. Falſe and'perfidious 
Members, ſhuffling treacherous Latitudinarians, Sots and Bigots, Apoſtates and Re- 
negadoes, falſe Traitors, crafty, faithleſs, inſidious Perſons ; while the gentleſt 
Terms he ufes to the others are, Villains, Swarms of Sectaries, Robbers, Vipers, 
Boars, Beaſts, Devils, Traitors, Baſtard Spawn of a Popiſh Party, Propagators of 
Schiſm, and Panders of a curſed Train, Sharers in Villany and Rebellion. Is this 
the Stile of a Chriſtian? Is this the Language of Charity, that never yet was 
known to revile upon the moſt provoking Trials? The Spirit of the Goſpel 
would have taught him another Strain, The Evangeliſts never uſed any In- 
vective againſt Fudas, Pilate, or any of the Enemies or Executioners of 
Chrift. And St. Jude tells us in his Epiſtle, That Michael the Archangel, wem 
contending with the Devil he 2 about the Body of Moles, durſt not bring 
againſt bim a railing Accuſation, but ſaid, The Lord rebuke thee. es e 
Bux, Sir, I begin to apprehend, that I ſhall tire your Patience, and 
therefore it is high time to proceed to the Conſideration of the Second Branch 
of Mr, Propolition, which follows, The 


— 
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Tue Peace, Happineſs, and Peet of the Secular (wer depends up 


that of the ama a 


Fir, What is meant by the Secular Power, and its Peace and I 
, mean what is meant among us; for it will be neceſſary to apply things, and 
bring them home to aur ſelves. 


Second , What is meant by the Spirirual and Eccleſiaſtical Power, and ie 
Peace and Proſperity . 


© Thirdly, How far the former i is dependant on the later 


F. By the Secular Power among us may be meant, | 
1. Either the whole Legiſlative Power, including the King, the Lords, and the 
Commons, who have Power by the Conſent of the People to enact ſuch Laws 


as may augment their Strength, and defend and ſecure thee Properties: Or by 
the Secular Power may be meanr, 


2. The Executive Power alone, or the Power which is lodp 'd-in the hands of 


the Sovereign by the Conſent of the People, in order toa due Execution of the 
Laws which are made for the ſecuring their Properties. 

3- By the Peace and Profperiry of the Legiſlative Power can be meant nothing 
| bor the ſucceſsful obtaining of the End for which they Aſſemble, which is the 
ſecuring of Property. 

4. By rhe Peace and Proſperity of the Executive Power, ſeperate and diſtinct 
Hom the Legiflarive, can be meant nothing but an augmentation of Power, 
or a Power beyond what is given by Law and the Conſent of ule People, and 
the Enjoyment of that Power unmoleſted and undiſturb d. 


irs Peace and Proſperity. 
1. By the Spiritual 3 „and i its Peace and Proſpericy, may be 50 the 
of Religion in the Wald, and the ing Influence it has over the 
Minds of Men, and its Exertion that Influence unmoleſted and undiſturb'd, 
2. By the Eccleſiaſtical Power, as oppos'd to Spiritual, and its Peace and 
Profperity, yo meant a Power to do more than is allow'd by Religion, and 
the Enjoyment of that Power unmolefted and undiſturb d. 


"Thirdly, Let us now ſhew the Dependance that the Peace and „ of 
the Civil Power has upon that of the 8 ; - 


piricual and Eccleſiaſtical. 
1. The Peace and 1 N ry of the Legiſlative Power does depend upon 
Peace and Profperiry of the Spiritual Power oppos d to the Rceleſiaſtical; that 


is, it de pends upon the 
| — it has o'er the Minds of Men. 

We have taken notice above that 
or ** but che 
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Secondly, What may be meant by the Spiritual and Eeclelinſtical Power, and 


of Religion in the World, Gn DO 
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ſemble, which is the 
Profj ir of 2 N = ” 
are ountain of it. Now the more prevalent Religion is upon the Minds 
of a People, the more will the People flonriſh ; for the more Religion | prevails, 
the more will the Rules of Juſtice be kept inviolate, the more will, Peace and 


Union among them be ftrengrhened ; and by conſequence the more ſecnre will 


be from the encroaching Attempts of each other, and the ſtronger to repel 
ee) Favkde Force. Bur fam hats ie follows thay, | +, 
2. The Peace and Proſperity of the Legiſlative Power, and by conſequence 


of rhe whole Body of the People, does not depend upon that of the Eccleſiaſti- = 
l 


cal Power, as it is oppos d to the —— — Where by Ecclefiaftical Power, 

I mean the Power of enſlaving rhe Conſcience, by inflicting Temporal” Penal- 

ries. For the < „by that Power which they have 2 Religion, and 

which is therefore lar; by the Uſurpation, I ſay, of ſuch a Power, they 

— Libertiniſm and Atheiſtical Principles, and do a great deal of harm to 
eligi 

tive 


; and ſo by weakning that which ſtrengthens it, weaken the Legiſla- 
Beſides. the Clergy by the Uſurpation of ſuch a Power, not on- 

ly encroach upon the Legiſlative, but run counter ir. For the Legiſlative Pow- 
er is plac d in ſuch and ſuch m_ by the Conſent of the People, in order to 


the maintaining or augmenting the Publick Strength, and the ſecuring. every 


Man's Pr „ as long as he does no harm to the Publick, or to particular 
Perſons, the Clergy, by the Uſurpation of this Temporal Power, invade 


tie Properties of innoceur People, and by exaſperating the Minds of the Suf- 
. — 6 


ferers, and weaken the Publick Strength. 
Beſides, the Power which the Clergy have of Perſecuting, muſt be deriv'd from 
the Whole or a Part of the Legiſlative. If they derive it only from a Part _ 
the Conſent of rhe reft, why then they divide and weaken the Legiflarive. It they 
derive it from the Conſent of the Whole, why then the Legiflative betrays 


__ which the People repos d in them, and run counter co the very End of 


which is rhe ſecuring of Property, and by ſo doing deftroyetb it ſelf, 
For this is plain, that wherever there is Perſecution, Property cannot be ſecure. 
For face Fairh or Belief is not in a Man's power, how can any Man be ſecure of 


not believing what he cannot believe? Bur, | | bal t4l 
3. The Peace and Proſperity of the Executive Power, as it has a diſtinct and 


ſeparate Intereſt from that of the Legiſlative, neither does nor can depend upon 


the Proſperity ol the Spiritual Power, that is, upon the flouriſhing Force of Ne- 

ligion. lower we ſpeak of is a Power beyond what is allow d by Law 

and the Conſent of the People. Now the more Virtuous and the more Neli- 

y — are, the leſs that People are in danger of Arbitrary Power. 
£ 


— 


ſecuring the Properties of the people. $5 that in ſhort, the 
Legiſlative Power iuppoſes the flonriſhing of the People who 


in a Nation where he may loſe iz to morrow,for no other reaſon than for . 


irtue that makes Mew factious, and nothing but Faction cas 
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Dien dns Civil Soriery for the defence of their R 
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depe n the Atbitrary Will of tbeir Governouras, fince it is contrary 
| wy which they entred into Society, and does not fail to bring them into 


reſiſtance, and Paſſive Obedience upon the People; which is as much as to tell 


to do them rhe honour to lie with any of their Wives or Daughters, 


Mien to make their Princes Arbitrary, tho perhaps they may have Credit enough 


the World very well, and was convinc'd that 
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How then came the 
have often done, and to 
ro: the 


e ever to tzive up thoſe Rights, which we ſee t 


a worſe Cundition than the State of Nature 2 Why the common Method by which 
Princes obta in unlimited Power, is this: — upon the corrupt part oſ the 
Clergy to trump up thoſe wretched abominable Doftrines of us Divinum, Non» 


chem. chat if their Sovereign Lord and Maſter, who is Abfolure ad Inde yen- 
dant. and accountable to none but God, will at an time graciotiſly coudeſcend 

| en 
moſt oblequiouſly to hold the Door, becauſe he has rhe Power of doing what he 
pleaſes from a Right Divine. But if any Man asks this Queſt ion, How comes it 
that the Clergy, who are a part of the Collective Body ot the People, ſhould be 
inſtrumental in making their Princes Arbitrary, ſince in the Peoples Rights —1 


give up their o]/nꝰ I anſwer, that the Clergy arè not ſuch Fools, but that in 
uing up the Peoples Righis they always except their on: Nay, not only that, 


but in lieu of the Power they convey to the King which he has not by Law, they 


never fail ro ſtipulate a Power for themſelves qvhich they have not by Goſpel. If 


any Man will but caſt his eye over the different Countries of Europe, he will find 
that in moſt: Dominions where Arbitrary Power pevails, the Temporal Power 
of the Clergy is great ; nay, ſo great. that at the (ame time that they ſupport a 
Power in their Kings of cutting the Throats of their People, they reſerve to them- 
ſelves the Privilege of cutting the Throars of their Kings. >: 
But if at any time it ſhould happen, which J hope never will, but which yet 


is not impauſſible, that any part of che Engliſh Clergy ſhould prove ſo 


corrupt, as 
to enter into the ſame Meaſures which divers of them did in ſome former Reigns, 
into:Meaſures that had like to have prov'd ſo fatal to our Conſtitution, and 
which, it they ſhould be taken, arc likely to prove more fatal now than ever; 
I defire them ro conſider, that they have not Empire enough o'er the Mind of 


to throw us into fatal Diviſions, and ſubject us ro a foreign Power. One of 
uur former Princes was very ſenſible of this, and therefore at the ſame time 
that ſome of the Clergy of the Church of and were endea vouring with-all 
their Might io make him abſolute and independent, * 5 
He, who knew 
over the 


Obedience, Non reſiſtance, and u Divinum the People, 

had not Aurboriry | 
Conſciences and Minds of his Subjects ſufficient ro do his Buſineſs; Was nnder- 
mining them all the while, and introducing the Romiſh Clergy, For if He grew 
abſolute, He did not care by what Religion, having more of the Tyrant in his 
Humour than the Saint. Thoſe whom he undermin d, his Succeflor aſſaulted 
Openly; as little knowing of what Spirit they were. What was the Event? 


Puy, 46 (oon a6 Whey aww chat the Arbitrary Power which they bad bett help. 


ing him and his Predeceſſor to, extended ir ſelf ro- them; chat not only Tole. 
ation was ſet up, and conſequently all their Ambition morrified, and their 
Temporal Power thrown down; but that were fallen into the Snare which 
themſelves bad laid; that their Properties and rheir Privileges were become a 
Frey to chat unbounded Power ' which they had defign'd to ſwallow the ac 


5 


n or to let it fall again If rhey reſolve to ler it fall again, why 
wi 
they reſolve to carry it on, they mult ar the ſame time derermine to break thro' 
the Act of Settlement: Becauſe they Know very-well, that if ever the Honſe of 
| 8 they would .infallibly deliver the Nation from ſo gtĩievous 
2 Urden. ü ; * , a val 


ples ; why then, do the amazement. of all the World, they began to (peak 3 

1 which they had never been taught, and to cry out aloud, that the 

| Rong hog broken the Contract which he bad made with the 1 1 meaning at 
the £ 


ame time the implicit Compact which-be had made with themſelves, 
Thus, Sir, have I diſſected this Sophiſter's Propoſition, and endeavour'd to 
ſnewy the Benefit of Religion to Government, and the Miſchief of Prieftcrafr. 
For my own part, Sir, at the fame time I am no at all alarm'd about keeping 


up the Toleration. The Queen has given her Word for maintaining it, which! 


have no reaſon to miſtruſt; hecauſe I never knew that ſhe broke it. However, if 


41 am not mi. inform d. there are Perſons beſides Mr. S. who. are preparing to 
have a throw at i, and to do their utmoſt Endeavours to take it away, the 
very Attempt whereokg ar preſent the- moſt horrible Wickedneſs tkat can he 
conceiv d, and the moſt dangerous to Church and State. For rhe effe&ing of it 
_ would neceſſarily ha ve theſe Conſequences: It would weaken the Engliſh Na- 


tion among themſelves, and by fomenting the Diviſions among us, and exaſpe- 
rating the Minds of the Parties, make us the leſs able to carry on the War againſt 
the Enemy of Europe, For a Body that is in Convulſions, when it is about to 
engage, will be more likely to fall foul on it (elf chan ro bear rhe Enemy. 
As the effecting of this Deſign would weakenche Engliſh, ſo in all likelihood 
it would quite alienate the Scots from us: It would make them believe they 
have been abus d and laugh'd ar, and the Union from that time would become a 


general Jeſt. Now of hat conſequence the alienating of the Spirits of the Scots 
at ſuch à Juncture as this uright be to the Common Intereſt, I leave to be deter- 
min d by thoſe who have the Management of Pablick Affairs. | | 


As the bringing about this Defign would weaken the two Nations, by dividing 


them among themſelves, and from one another, it would leſſen the Queen's Re- 
putation at home, and her Credit abroad. For after ſhe had broken her Word 


with her Subject ig a Caſe of the higheſt Importance, how could any of the Al- 
lies rely ien ſhe. gives it to them only on the behalf of her Subjects ? 
And this Conſideration makes this Attempt as impudently wicked as it is ex- 
tremely fooliſh, becauſe all who have any knowledge of the Qgeen know jt 


will be abſolutely impoſſible. 
— they 


Beſides, effect this Deſign; they muſt reſolve either to maintain 


e their Enemies to no purpoſe, and render themſelves ridiculous. 


Bur ler us now ſhew the Folly and Wickedneſsof this Attempt, by diſcovering 


the Miſchief which the effecting it would bring to the Church it ſelf, We have 
ſaid before, that to maintain Perſecution they muſt break through the Act of 
Settlement, an Act which is the Security of this Nation, and of the Liberties 
of Europe. What may we reaſonably believe would follow? Why the next 


Succeſſor would be introduc d by Men of Arbitrary Principles: For who but 


Men of ſuch Principles would break through ſuch an Act? Now Men of Ar- 


ary Principles 


will certainly be ſor ſecuring their Perſons and their Power. 


bitr 
Bur the only way for Men who act like them, to ſecure both, eng , 
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LETTER, &c. 


SIR. | 
OUR Friends in this Place rejoiced at the News of vont Plating, | il 

not ſa much out of Love to you as ro their Country. We applauded A 

rhe Happineſs or Wiſdom of your Electors, who at a time when Eng- 

land is ſo much in danger, made choice of a Member ro ſerve it in I 

#5 Parliament, who fo truly loves it, and ſo thoroughly underſtands irs Intereſt ; 5 

who has Senſe enough to know that Engliſh Principles alone can make an Eng- 

| liſhman, and to conremn the nnthinking Crowd, who prefer the Name to the 

; bing; who knows that he is moſt an Engliſhman, who dees moſt for England's 4 

| Happineſs ; and who prefers a Foreigner that endeavoms'ro fupport it, before 1 
an Engliſhman who attempts ro erflave it; and eſteems one who was born a 

Dutchman. or perhaps a German, but is become an Engliſhman, before one 
who was born indeed an Exgliſhm en, but is become an Errant Frenchman, For 
every Honeſt and Brave Man will love an Honeft and Bravg Man, and hate a 

k Knave and a Coward, which every Traitor to his Country is. | 

No Man knows better than your ſeif the Nature and End of the Truſt te. | 

ſed in yon; thar Senators are tent up to the Great Council co preſerve the | 
— of thoſe who ſent them ; which is rhe Alpha and Omega, the Ori- 
ginal and End of Government: that nothing can rightly come within the Com- 
paſs of your Debates, but what has a relation to that Care; and that ro do 
any thing contrary to it is to betray the Truſt repoſed in yon. No Man is 
more fully convinc'd that the Properties of the People of England are now in the 
utmoſt Danger, both from a formidable Enemy abroad, and from a reltle(s 
Party at home. No Man conſequently can be more ſatisfied, that ir is out 
Duty to do all that lies in your Power to enable her Majeſty to reſiſt the Fo- 
reign Force that would. conquer us, and the Domeſtick Arts of rhoſe who by 
ſowing Diviſions among us, would render us an eaſy Prey to the Conqueror. 

As ſome among us would fell us for Money, ſo others would barter us for 2 
Dominion, and a third fort, who are the Tools of the former, would betray y, 
us out of Conſcience. Bur the Arrifices of no fort of Men are ſo dangerons, as — 
of thoſe who pretend them ſacred, and would make them paſs upon the Minds { 

. | 9 2 | | Such 


(> A 
Such ſeems to me to be the Intention of a Book which was lately publiſhed 
at Oxford, and licens'd by the Vice Chancellor of that Univerfity, call'd The 


Political Union; which is manifeftly wrir with a defipn to take off the Act of 


Toleration, and to advance the Temporal Power of the Church, which would 
not fail to divide and weaken us mofe and more, and make our Condition 
deſperate. | | EE BEIT 

The Diſcourſe is founded upon a Text in the $th of Proverbs.and the 1 5th, 
By me Kings reign, and Princes decree Juſtice, From which the Author has 
drawn this following Propofition, which is the Subject Matter of his Pamphlet. 

That Religion is the Grand ſupport of Government; that the Peace, Hap- 
pineſs and Proſperity of the Secular and Civil Power depends upon that of 
« the Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical. 

In all my Life · time I never met with any Diſcourſe that was writ with leſs Re- 
ligion and leſs Good manners, or with more Sophiſtry or more Malice; tho' in- 
deed he has taken pretty good care te moderate its Venom by Dulneſs, as 

hey who make Venus Treacle are wont to temper Vipers with Opium. 

But that we may diſcover the Sophiſtry of the whole Diſcourſe more clear- 
ly, let us divide this Propoſition into the following Branches. 


- Firſt, Religion is the Grand Support of Government. 
Second y, The Peace, Happineſs and Proſperity of the Secular Power depend 
upon that of the Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical. 


s Firſt Religion is the Grand Support of Government, Where by Religion 
may be meant two things. b 
1. Religion it ſelf, and rhe Power it bas over the Minds of Men. 
2. Prieftcrafr ; which comprehends all that the Atts of deſigning Men cauſe 
to paſs for Religion wich the unthinking part of the World, tho it is neither 
dictated by the Law of Nature, nor included in the Written Word. And 
| bere we ſhall ſhe w that Religion taken in the firſt Senſe is the Support of Go- 


a ; but that taken in the latter it neceſſarily trends to the utter Subverſi- 
On of ix. | | 
I. Religion, and the Power that it has o'er the Minds of Men, is the Sup- 

port of Government. For without the Obſervance of Moral Virtue there can 
be no Government, and moral Virtue is undeniably Religion, But now if 
Government depends on Religion, what fore of Religion muſt that Perſon 


have, who endeavours at ſuch a Juncture as this to ſet rhree Nations all-in 


conſuſion, and to bring all things to Anarchy? Or whether is He a more able 
Stateſman, who makes it his Bufineſs to foment the Divifions of a People en- 


gag d in a War with a very potent Enemy; or a more pious Churchman, who 
nes about ro extinguiſh the Remains of Charity that are in the Minds of 

Chriſtians ? Bur, 1 0 f 
2. Prieſtcraft is deſtructive to Government. And that we may make this 
the more plain to the Reader, let us explain a little farther what we meun by 
Hiieferal. Prieſtcraft is an Art by which Deſigning Men, in order to their 
awry Advantage, make that paſs-for Religion upon the unchink ing part — _ 
| | World: 
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World, that is neither dictated by the Law of Nature, nor included in tbe 
written 1 of the Country. From which it follows that that muſt 

aft with a vengeance, that would make any thing paſs ſor Re- 

8 to the Law of Nature, or to the Precepts or Defign 


needs be Pri 


written Religion- Now rhe chief Virtues of the Chriſtian Religion are 
Charity, Humility, Mecknefs, Peace-making, Mercy: fo that among Chriſtian 
Prieſts every ine is Prieftcraft that is repughant to theſe. All then that 


ſavours of Perſecution, is Prieſteraft; becauſe it is contrary to Humility, to 


Meekneſs, to Mercy, to Peace-making, and above all to Charity; for. the 
want of which no other part of Religion, no vor the abundance of Faith ic 
felf, is able to make amends. All that the Clergy do to advance their Tempo- 
ral Greatneſs is Prieftcraft z becauſe that is contrary to Humility, Meekneſs 
and Parity, and conſequently ſuch Prieſtcraft is deſtructive to Government. For 
if Government depends on Religion, then any thing that does hurt to the lat- 
ter muſt do it to the former, But nothing does more hurt to Religion than Prieſt- 
craft, becauſe this alone makes more Atheiſts than any thing in the world be- 
fides: For many People are apt to imagine that there can be nothing in Religion, 
when they ſee that the Priefts who are moſt converſant in it, make it a mere 


Prerexr. And more particularly I believe that Prieſtcraft has done more harm 


to the Chriſtian Religion even than open Immorality. For what reaſon can 
be given why Deiſm and avowed Arheiſm ſhould be more propagated ſince 
the eſtabliſhing of the true Religion than ever they were before; unleſs ir be 
this, that perhaps there has been more Prieſtcraft in it than ever there has 
been in any other Religion 2 Bur further, when Mr. S. ſays that Religion is 


the Support of the Government, he means either Religion in general, or only | 


the True Religion. If he means Religion in general, can any thing be more 
abſurd than ro write a Book for the proving of that which never any one was 
ſtupid enough o deny ? For as far back as Hiſtory reaches, there is no menti- 
on of any Government without a National Religion, which. ſhews the Senſe 
of Mankind in the caſe. Bur now at this rate what occafion can there be for 


perſecuting, or for the Magiſtrates tolerating only one Religion, when ir is 


plain that Government is ſupported by all? Bur if Mr. S. means that Goverr- 


ment is ſupported only by the True Religion, he manifeſtly errs, becauſe Expe- 


rience tell us, that ſeveral Governments flouriſh at this preſent time in the 
World under the Pagan and Mahomeran, as well as under the Chriſtian Reli- 


But if Mr. S. means that Government is beſt ſupported by the True Reli-- 


gion, we grant ir; but even that may ſerve to ſhew the Folly and the Danger 


of Prieſtcraft. For if Government depends on Religion, and the Chriſtian Re 
_ bath feen more Diviſions, more Confuſions, and more Civil Wars in the 
at 


ions in which it has been eſtabliſhed, than ever any Religion did before; why 
then it follows, that if it is the beſt of Religions, it has had the worſt of Prieſts. 


The Deſign of Chriſtianity is certainly to unite Mankind more cloſely; but 


| ſome crafty Perfons who' have matle that their Prtence, and ſecular Intereſt and 
Power their Buſineſs, have been induſtrious to wreſt it from its pure Intention, . . 
and have made ule of it to fow fatal Diviſions in Kingdoms and Common- 
| | e wealths;, 
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 wealths ; Divifions contrary to their primitive Happineſs; their Political Safety. 
und to the Intention of that very Religion which is made the Prerence for ſup- 
porting them. | n ET Sch 
For what can be theReaſon that the Chriſtian Religion, whoſe Deſign is Union, 

bas been made uſe of to ſow more Diviſions and more Diſſentions in the Nati- 

ons in which it has been eſtabliſhed, than ever the Pagan Religion did _ 
the antient Romans 3 but becauſe too many of the Chrittian Prieſts interfere wi 
Government, which the Romans were by much too wiſe to permit to theirs ? 

Bur furrber,let us ask Mr. S. If the Civil Government is beſt ſopported by the 
True Religion, which is the True Religion; the Chriſtian Religion in general, 
or any Particular Branch of it, as for Example, that which is call'd the Church 
of England? If the Chriſtian Religion in general be the True Religion, then why 
ſhould any Branch ot it be refus'd ro be tolerated ? But if only the Church of En- 
gland be the true Religion 1 wou'd fain ask 2 if a Chriſtian can be ſav'd in 
no other Branch ot the Chriſtian Religion? And if be anſwers, that that can be 
done, I would ask him if that Religion can be falſe which procures the Salva- 
tion of Souls; or if rhat Religion which procures the Salvation of Souls, 
ard conſequenily is acceptable ard agreeable to God, ought to Men to be 
odious and intolerable? But if M. S. affirms that no one can be ſav d out of 
the Church of England; I muſt ask him once more, in which of the Churches of 
England a Man may be ſav'd, that I may know in which he muſt be damn'd ? 
Mr. S. would oblige me by telling me which is the falſe Church of England. For 
fince he tells us, Pag. 61. that there is a true Church of Eng/and, it follows nece(- 
ſarily that there muſt be a falſe one. Now which is the true, and which is the 
falſe one? or which is the True, and which is the falſe Priefthood ? For we may 
know the Flock by the Paſtors. Is chat the True that neglects and forſakes the 
Goſpel for a fooliſh lirtle Secular Greatneſs ; that is loſs in Covetouſneſs, and the 
Deſire of Power, the Luſt af the Fleſh, and the Pride of Life; who tho our Sa- 
viour commanded his Apoſtles not to take two Coats, Mat. 10. 10. will be 
ſatisſied each of them with no leſs than Four Benefices, and who have nothing 
that is Apoſtolical in them, but the calling for Fire from Heaven, like ame: 
and ohm, upon thoſe who will not receive them ; who breathe forth nothing 
but Rage and Malice, and the Fury of Perſecution ? Is this the True, the 
Chriſtian Carholick Prieſthood > No, theſe are ſo many Antichriſts, if we will 
believe St. John, Epiſt. 1. ch. 2. v. 22. ho is a Liar, but he who denieth that- 
Feſus n the Chriſt > He # Antichriſt who denieth the Father and the Son. Now 
no Man denies the Saviour of the World fo effectually as by his Works: 
St. Peter denied him in Words, and yet believed in him; but be who denies 
him by his Works, denies bim from his very Heart. Now he denies him by 
his Works the moſt effectually, whoſe Works ſhew leaſt of Charity. In thu 
(fays St. John in Epiſt. 1. c 3. v. 10.) the Children of God are manifeſt, and the 
Children of the Devil: Whoſoever doth not Righteouſneſs # not of God, neither be 
who loveth not by Brother. n 
If the Chuich of England is the True Religion, that ſure muſt be its true, 

its Catholick Prieſthood, thoſe Moderate, Humble, Peace-making, Merciful 
Men, who breathe forth nothing but Charity; who neglect all Worldly Great. 
neſs to bear their Maſter's Yoke, and who have learnt of him to be meck and 


lowly 


| — - | 
1 3 
lowly in Heart; who are hearty Foes to Diviſon only, and faithful conftanr 
Friends to Peace and Union. Theſe are the True Sons of the Church, to uſe 
Mr. S's Expreſſion. For fince the very Spirit and Soul of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion is the Spirit of Union and Charity, and the Spirit of Diviſion is by conſe- 
quence the Spirit of Malice and of the Devil; the True Son of the Church 
is he who appears the moſt for Union: And a wiſe Man may in this caſe find 
our the Child by the ſame Method, by which in another Solomon ſo ſegaciouſly 
found out the Motber. For as ſhe was the true Mother who was not for divi- 
ding the Child, be is certainly the true Child who is leaſt for dividing: the Mo- 
ther, 

If then the beſt Religion only ought to be tolerated, and the Church of Eng- 
land is the beſt Religion, and the True Church of England, to uſe Mr. $'s Ex- 
* is only properly the Church; and the moderate part of that Church 

only the true Church, as we have endeavoured to ſhew: And if that vio- 
lent Party, which calls ir ſelf the Church of England, differs from the moderate 
Party more than any other Diſſenters, becauſe _ are at a greater Diſtance 
from Charity than any other Diſſenters; why then if Toleration is taken away, 
it follows that of all the Diſſenters from the True Church, the violent part of 
the Church of England ought the leaſt to be tolerated. | 

By which, Sir, it appears that Mr. S. has been making a Rod for himſelf. 
For if only the True Church of Exgland is to remain, and the moderate Church 
of England be the True Church of Exgland; if the moſt violent ought the leaſt 
to be tolerated, becauſe they are the moſt repugnant to Charity, and conſe- 
2 are the moſt enclining to diſturb the Publick; why then it evidently 

ollows that Mr. S. who is the moſt violent even of the Violent, ought never 
to be endur'd in a well order'd State. 

For can any thing be more oppoſite to the Spirit of Chriſtianity, than either 
His Deſign, or his manner of handling ir ? Is not his Defign apparently to ſer 
three Nations at variance ? Does not his Stile ſhew a furious Zealot bent 
upon embroiling the World? Has he not treated the Diſſenters and thoſe of 
the Church with equal Rancour and Venom 2 Does he nor uſe theſe well- 
manner'd and well-narurd Expreſſions ro the latter, viz. Falſe and perfidious 
Members, ſhuffling treacherous Latitudinarians, Sots and Bigots, Apoſtates and Re- 
negadoes, falſe Traitors, crafty, faithleſi, inſidious Perſons ; while the gentleſt 
Terms he utes to the others are, Villains, Swarms Sectaries, Robbers, Vipers, 
Boars, Beaſts, Devils, Traitors, Baſtard Spawn of a Popiſh Party, Propagators of 


* -Schiſm, and Panders of 4 curſed Train, Sharers in Villany and Rebellion. Is this 


the Stile of a Chriſtian? Is this the Language of Charity, that never yer was 
known to revile upon the moſt provoking Trials? The Spirit of the Goſpel . 
would ha ve taught him another Strain. The Evangelifts never. uſed any In- 
vective againſt Fudas, Pilate, or any of the Enemies or Executioners of 
Chriſt. And St. Jude tells us in his Epiſtle, That Michael the Archangel, when 
contending with the Devil be _— abous the Body of Moles, durſt not bring | 
againſt bim a railing Accuſation, ſaid, The Lord rebuke thee. | 
But, Sir, 1 begin to apprehend , that 1 ſhall tire your Patience, and 


therefore it is high time to proceed ro the Conſideration of the Second Branch 
of Mr. $'s Propoſition, which follows. >” - =" "ha 
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The Peice, Ha pineſs, and Prof; of the r ower are. 
that of rhe Spiritual and Ec afical * 


Where we ſhaH Enquire, 


Firft, What is meant by the Secular Power, and irs Peace and pere, 1 
menn what is meant among us; for it will be neceſſary to zpply things, and 
bring them home to our ſelves. 

Secondly, What is meant by the Spirirua and Eccleliaftical Power, and its 
Peace and Proſperity. - 
| Thirdh, How far the former is dependant on the latter, 


Fir By the Secular Power among us may be meanr, 

1. Either the whole Legiſlative Power, including the King, the Lords, and rhe 
Commons, who have Power by the Confent of the People to enact ſuch Laws 
as may augment their Strength, and defend and ſecure their 9 Or by 
the Secular Power may be meant, 

2. The Executive Power alone, or the Power which is lodg'd in the hands of 
the Sovereign by the Conſent of the People, in order roa due Execution of the 
Laws which are made for the ſecuring their Properties. 

3. By the Peace and Proſperity of the Legiſlative Power can be meant nothing 
bur the ſucceſsful obtaining of the End for which they Aſſemble, which is the 
ſecuring of Property. 

4. By the Peace and Proſperity of the Executive Power, ſeperate and diſtinct 
from the Legiſlative, can be meant nothing but an augmentation of Power, 
or a Power beyond what is given by Law and the Content of IS; and 
the Enjoyment of that Power unmoleſted. and undiſturb d. 


Second h, What may be meant by the Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical Power, and 
its Peace and Prolperity. 

1. By the Spiritual Power, and its Peace and Proſpericy, may be meant the 
Bouritding of Religion in the World, and the prevailing Influence it has over the 
Minds of Men, and its Exertion of that Influence unmolefied and undiſturb'd. 

* 2. By the Eccleſiaſtical Power, as oppos'd ro Spiritual, and its Peace and 
Proſperiry, may be meant a Power to do more than is allow'd by 3 
the Enjoyment of that Power unmoleſted and undiſturb d. 


"Thirdly, Let us nov ſbew the Dependance that the Peace and Proſperity of 
rhe Civil Power has upon chat of rhe Spiritual and Ecclefiaftical. 
I. The Peace and Proſperity of the Legiſlative Power does depend upon the 
Pele . Proſperity ef rhe 1 Power oppos d = mars e that 
i, it depends upon the flou of Religion in the the 

Ide b e o'er a Minds t of Men. 8 
We have taken notice above that the Peace and Prof: uy of the Legiſlative 
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Union among them be ſtrengthened; 
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| ſemmble, which is the fectriing the Properties of the beople. $5 thar inilibire; be 


Proſperity of the Legiſſative Power ſuppoſes the flonriſhing of the People who 
are the Fountain of it. Now the more prevalent Religion is upon the Minds 
of a People, the more will the People flonriſh ; for rhe more Religion prevails, 
the more will th Rules of Juftice be 1 inviolate, the more will Reace and 
and by conſequence rhe more ſecure will 

they be from the encroaching Attempts of each other, and the ſtronger to repel 
any Foreign Force. But from hence it follows that, * 
2. The Peace and Proſperity of the Legiſlative Power, and by conſequence 
of the whole Body of the People, does not depend upon that of the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Power, as it is oppos'd to the Spiritual. Where by Eccleſiaſtical Power, 
I mean the Power of enſla ving the Conſcience, by inflicting Temporal Penal- 
ties. For the Clergy, by that Power which they have not from Religion, and 
which is therefore Secular; by the Ufarparion, I ſay, of ſuch a Power, they 
1238 Libertiniſm and Atheiſtica] Principles, and do a great deal of harm to 


Man's Property, as long as he does no harm to the Publick, or to particular 


Perſons. But the Clergy, by the Uſurpation of this Temporal Power, invade 
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A into Civil Society for the defence of their 1 How tbeu came rhe 
14 People ever to give up thoſe Rights, which we ſet they have often done, and ro 
= depend upon the Arbitrary Will of rheir Governours, fince it is Contrafy to the 
4 | very end for which they entred into Society, and does not fail to bring imo 
| 4 worſe dition than the State of Nature? Why the common Merhod by which 
1 Princes obtain unlimited Power, is this: They prevail upon the corrupt part of the 
- Ctergy to trump up thoſe wrerched abominable Doctrines of Fus Divinum, Not- 
—_ - reſiſtance, and Paſſive Obedience upon the People; which is as much as fo tell 
| them, that if their Sovereign and Maſter, who is Abſolute and Indepen- | 
darit, and accountable to none but God, will at any time graciouſly condeſcend | 
„ to do them the honour to lie with any of rheir Wives or Daughters, they oughr 
» moſt obſequiouſly ro hold the Door, becauſe he has the Power of doing what he 
= pleaſes from a Right Divine. But if any Man askschis Queſtion, How comes it 
that the Clergy, who are a part of the Calletive Body ot the People, ſhould be 
inſtrumental in making their Princes Arbitrary, ſince in the Peoples Rights they 
give up their own ? I anſwer, that the Oden F are not ſuch Fools, but that in gi- | 
ving up the Peoples Rights they always except their own :/ Nay, bot only that, 
but in lieu of the Power they convey to the King which he has not by Law, they 
never fail to ſtipulate a Power for themſelves which they have not by Goſpel. If 
any Man will but caſt his eye over the different Countries of Europe, he will find 
that in moſt Dominions where Arbitrary Power prevails, the Temporal Power 
of the Clergy is great; nay, ſo great. that at the ſame time that they ſupport a 
Power in their Kings of curting the Throars of their People, they reſerve to them- 
ſelves the Privilege of cutting the Throats of theit Kings. ar „ * 
But if at any time it ſhonld happen, which I bope never grill, but which yet 
is not impoſſible, that any part of the Engliſh Clergy ſhouid prove ſo corrupt, as 
to enter into the ſame Meaſures which divers of them did in ſome former Reigns, 
into Meaſures that had like to have prov'd fo fatal to pur Conſtitution, and 
Which, if they ſhould be taken, are likely to prove mote fatal now than ever; 
I deſire them to confider, that they have not'Empire enough o'er the Minds of 0 
Men to make their Princes Arbitrary, tho perhaps they may have Credit enough : 
to throw us into fatal Diviſions, and ſubject us ro a foreign Power. One of 
our former Princes was very ſenſible of this, and ' therefore at the fame time 
that ſome of the Clergy of the Church of England were endeavouring with all 
their Might to make him abſolute and independent, by preaching up Paffive 
Obedience, Non-refiftance, and u Divintm upon the People, He, who 'knew 
the World very well, and was convmc'd tbat they bad nor Authoriry over the t 
"Conſciences and Minds of his Subject: ſufficient to do his Buſineſs, was under - ; 
mining them all the while, and introducing the-Romiſh Clergy. For if He grew . 
abſolute, He did not care by what Religion, having more of the Tyrant in his | | 
Humour chan the Saint. Thoſe whom he underinin'd,' his Succeſſor aſſaulted 
openly, as little knowing of what Spirit they were. What was the Event ? 1 | 
Why, as ſoon as they ſaw rhar the arbiwiry Power which they 2 — 4 9 
ing bim and his Predeceſſor to, extended ir ſelf to them; that not only | | | 
tation was ſet up, and conſequently all their Ambition 'mertified, and their 
I Temporal Power thrown down ; but chat they were fallen into the State which 
9 +: themſelves had laid; that their Properties and their Privileges were become a ö 
Fe io r unbounded Power which they had defign'd'to fene the Peo- 
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Bur the only way for Men who act like them, to ſecure both, will be to 1 | 
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ples; why then, to the amazement of all the World, they began ro ſpeak 4 
guage which they act oper DIST PANS... 99% ro cry out aloud, that the 
King had broken the which he had made with the People; meaning at 
the ſame time the implicit Compact which he had made with rhemſelves, 
Thus, Sir, have I diſſected thig Sophiſter's Propoſition, and endeavour'd to 
ſhew the Benefit of Religion to Government, and rhe Miſchief of Prieftcra 
For my own part, Sir, at the ſame time I am not at all alarm'd about keeping 
up the Toleration. The Queen has given her Word for maintaining ir, which 
have no reaſon to miſtruſt, becauſe I never knew that ſhe broke it. However, if * 
I am not mii. inform d, there are Perſons befides Mr. S. who are preparing o @ 
have a throw at it, and to do their utmoſt Endeavours to take it away, the 
very Attempt whereof is at preſent the moſt horrible Wickedneſs that can be 
eonceiv d, and the moſt dangerous to Church and State. For the effecting of it 
would neceſſarily ba ve theſe Conſequences : It would weaken the Engli/h Na- 
tion among themſelves, and by fomenting the Divifions among us, and exaſpe- 
rating the Minds of the Parties, make us the leſs able to carry on the War againſt 
the Enemy of Europe. For a Body that is in Convulſions, when it is about to 
engage, will be more likely to fall foul on ir ſelf than to bear the Enemy: 
As the effecting of this Deſign would weaken the Engliſh, ſo in all likelihood 
it would quite alienate the Scots from us: It would make them believe they 
ave been abus d and laugh'd at, and the Union from that time would become a 
general Jeſt.” Now of what conſequence the alienating of the Spirits of the Scots 
at ſuch a ſuncture as this mighr be to the Common Intereſt, I leave to be deter- 
mind by thoſe who have the Management of Pablick Affairs. | 
As the bringing about this Defign would weaken rhe two Nations, by dividing 


. 


| them among themſelves, and from one another, it would leſſen the Queen's Re- 


puration at home, und her Credit abroad. For after ſhe had broken her Word 
vith her Subjects in a Caſe of the higheſt Importance, how could any of the Al» 
lies rely upon it, when ſhe gives it ro them only on the behalf of her Subjects > 
And this mon makes this Attempt as impudently wicked as it is ex- 
tremely fooliſh, becauſe” all ho have any knowledge of the Queen know it 
will be abſolmely impoſſible. © | poet 
_ "Beſides, ſhould they effect this Deſign, they mult reſolve either to maintain 
Perſecution, or to let ir fall again. If they reſolve to let it fall again, why they 
will provoke their Enemies to no purpoſe, and tender themſelves ridiculous. If 
they reſolve to carry it on, they muſt at the ſame time determine to break thro 
the Act of Settlement: Becauſe they know very well, that if ever the Houſe of 
* 291 ſhould come, they would infallibly deliver the Nation from ſo grieyous . 
a. Bur N. | : | . | * 
Zut let us now ſhe w the Folly and Wickedneſs of this Attempt, by diſcovering 
the Miſchief which the effecting it would bring to the Church it ſelf, We have 


aid before, that to maintain Perſecution they muſt break through the Act of 


Settlement, an Act which is the Security of this Nation, and of the Liberties 
of "Europe, What may we reaſonably believe would follow 2 Why, the next 
Succeſſor would be introduc d by Men of Arbitrary Principles: For who hut 
Men of ſuch Principles would break through ſuch an Act? Now Men of Ar- 
bitrary Principles will certainly be for ſecuring their Perſons and their Power. 
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- their new Monarch as Arbitrary us they can. Well then! they will make ufe 
an Method that will beſt conduce to that; and conſequently of an) Reli- 
gien. But che Romiſh Religion will be of more uſe to them in the accompliſhment 
e their Deſigns chan the Reformed can be, for Reaſons too well knowh' to be 
. ferred here; and therefore to compaſs it they will ſer up Toleration anew, and 
pose the Church to the united Fury of Papiſts and Diffenters, and ics too cafie 
| "Clergy, to the juſt Deriſion of the Reformed Churches abroad. ith & 
lever vifionary theſe Notions may ſeem to rhe violent part of the Clergy of | 
dhe Church of England, yet the Tmpartial World need not be told that this is not the firſt 
E-- — *Ume that they have been making Rods for themſelves. For let any one among them 
— "anſwer to this: If the Do&rines of u Pivinum, of Paſſive Obedience, and of Non- 
reſiſtance, Dodtrines which they preach'd up with ſo much Earneftneſs, with ſo much 
Teal, had paſſd upon the credulous Nation, where now had beert the Clergy of the 
TIE bo Church of England? Lis well they had wiſer Men to take care of them, wiſer I 
mean in the Affairs of the World; for in ſhort they onght not to pry into Matters of 
State They have an Employment of a larger Extent, and of a much nobler Conſe- 
"ol . quence ; ard they muſt needs prove ill Politicians, if they are good Prieſts But how- 
> deer, we have this Comfort at preſent, that there are two invincible Obſtacles to the 
e cing of this Deſign. The-one is the unblemiſh'd Honour of the Queen, the 
potter the Honour of the approaching Parliament, in which l know there are ſo many 
Members of unalterable unſhaken Principles; fo many Members, to ſay all in a word, 
_— ſo exactly reſembling your ſelf, that no Confideration can e' er pevail upon them to 
| | break thro' ſo excellent a Conſtitution, and to betray the Truſt repoſed in them: 1 
1 - fay, no Confideration can e' er prevail upon them to make the Majority of that People 
We + miſerable, for whoſe Proſperity they were ſent ro conſult; nor to eſtabliſh an Inqui- 4 
IR ſition in England, which may fall beavy upon their deareſt Friends, nay and perhaps Y 
* too upon themſelves. For fince no Man's Belief is within his oz79 e wer, they them- | 
8 ſelves may perhaps be hereafter involv'd in the Penalties they ordain. Or if | 
Bs themſelves ſhould not be, their Poſterity probably may ; and rhey are too conſide- 1 
- rate to give a juſt Occaſion to their Children, or Grandchildren, to curſe their Memo- 
ries for making a Law which muſt render their innocent Lives unhappy. Beſides, 
they have Wiſdom enough to know that no Oppoſition can ſtifle Truth, and that In- | 
dulgence is the ſureſt and nobleſt Method of Gy Error. | 
' To conclude : I am very far from having any Prejudice to the Church of Fnglaud, 
| 1 honour and eſteem the moderate part of it, but cannot for my life eſteerg;ghe Vio- 
=. dent in any Religion whatever. Nor can I think I am much to blame: For ſhalt a 
bs. little rakelly Parſon be juſtly reputed ſcandalous for open Drunkenneſs and Fornica- | 
| NS. tion, and ſhall he be accounted venerable whoſe every Action ſhews want of Cha- 
rity, which is downright Antichriſtian ? For this is plain, that Fornication and Drun- 
kenneſs, tho' crying Sins of themſelves, yet are leſs damnable than Murder. Now 
deing out of Charity is Murder, if we will believe St. John, 1 Epiſt. 3. 15, Whoſe- 
. over hateth his Brother is @ Murderer. The Reaſon is plain: He who hates his Bro- 
cher, would kill him, if he were not reſtrain'd by Law. For Mankind can have but 
VB wo Reſtraints upon them, Religion and Law. But the Chriſtian who hates his Bro- 
WW: - ther is not reftrain'd by Religion, becauſe, if he were, he would not hate him. Yet 
YZ after all, the only Harm that I with, even to the Violent part of the Clergy, is, 4 
= That, 1ike our Kings, they may be reſtrain'd from the doing Miſchief, and confin'd 
* 0 the doing Good, I am, 172 | | 
. 0 , 3 
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